
Home Sewage Treatment Systems:

Operation and Maintenance



Background for Operation and 
Maintenance programs (O&M)

× Many health department will developing and implementing 
Operation and Maintenance programs in the next coming 
years as required by OAC 3701-29-19

× Health Departments will be phasing in existing systems into 
the program.  This includes all system types, septic tank 
leach fields, mounds, aerators, peat systems, sand filter / 
beds, etc. 

× As part of the O&M rules, service providers will be able to 
perform inspections for O&M programs in lieu of health 
department staff.  

× We feel it is important that you become familiar with 
different system types and the Operation and Maintenance 
of those systems. 



Background for Operation and 
Maintenance programs (O&M)

× Purpose of the O&M program:
× To inventory all existing septic systems

× To identify existing issues and work towards compliance 

× To bring un-permitted systems up to code

× To have comprehensive sewage programs across the 
State of Ohio to provide meaningful surveillance and 
consistency

ORC 3718.011 òa sewage treatment system is causing a 
public health nuisance if it is not operating properly due to 
a missing component, incorrect settings, or a mechanical 
or electrical failureó



Objectives

×Recognize different system types (pre 2007) 

× Identify different kinds of aeration systems (pre 
2007) when conducting service work.

× Know what needs observed and reported to local 
health district during O&M inspections.
× The operational permit will specify how many inspections 

are needed during the permit period. All servicing should 
be reported. 



Common System Types (pre -2007)

×Most common system types installed prior to 2007. 
×Septic tank and leaching

×Septic tank, leaching, with curtain or perimeter drain

×Discharging aeration treatment systems

×Aeration treatment systems with leaching components

×Peat Filter pretreatment systems with leaching 
components

×Mounds, ETAõs (evaporation, transpiration, and 
absorption)

×Septic tank with raised leach bed.

×Septic tank and surface sand filters

×Septic tank or aeration tank to dry wells.



Septic Tank and Leaching

Consists of a 1 or 2 compartment tank

Should have baffles, risers, effluent filter

Should have a diverter box

May have vent pipes or observation ports on leaching

Very little maintenance other than cleaning effluent filter, 
pumping tanks, switching leach fields/leach lines. 



Outlets



Outlets
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